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Dear Parent / Carer

As we approach the end of the Autumn term 2018, | should like to thank all involved in
supporting the school, at whatever level, for your continued support throughout the year, a
year in which our success has once again been recognised and celebrated. This has been
another successful year for the pupils at Glan-y-Mér School, not only in terms of academic
success, but also in a wide range of cultural, sporting and community activities that truly show
what “Success Through Effort” is all about.

Though it is difficult to pick out highlights from a term where they have come on an almost daily
basis, it has been great to lead the school at a time where we have once again received
national recognition for the great job that Glan-y-Moér School does for all its students. Our
students themselves have also been visited Welsh Government who sought their views, and
our Prize Evening was held for the first time at Burry Port Memorial Hall. Added to our
Sponsored Walk and associated events, such as our Geography groups climbing Pen-y-Fan,
that to date has raised over £4000 for charity, and our annual Remembrance Ceremony and
we have had a fantastic term being able to celebrate being a proud part of our community.

Into the festive period, and | sincerely thank everyone who was involved in our Christmas
Celebration which took place on Wednesday 12t December at St Mary’s Church in Burry Port,
at such a busy time of year. It was great to see so many from both our school and the
community contributing to and enjoying celebrating the festive season together, and in
particular the pupils and staff who joined us from Burry Port Community Primary School and
Ysgol y Castell in Kidwelly who contributed so much to the evening.

The Autumn term ends on Friday, 215t December with form activities, our whole school
rewards assembly, and a concert. Pupils will be allowed to wear non uniform with Christmas
jumpers to school on that day (£1 donation to charity). The lunch break will be early and the
school day will end at the usual time.

Some important dates for the Spring term 2019 are given below:

Monday 7" January 2019 Staff INSET Day

Tuesday 8™ January 2019 Pupils return after Christmas holiday
Wednesday 9" January 2019 Year 9 Exams begin

Tuesday 15" January 2019 Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 31st January 2019 Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 6" February 2019 Year 9 Options Evening

Monday 25™" February to Friday 15t March 2019 Half Term Holiday

Monday 4" March 2019 Pupil return after Half Term
Tuesday 9™ April 2019 Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Monday 15™ to Friday 26" April 2019 Easter holidays

Monday 29™ April 2019 Staff INSET Day

Tuesday 30" April 2019 Pupils return after Easter holiday

Governors Summary Report to Parents
The summary report will be available on our website from Thursday 20" December 2018.




Staffing

At the end of term we are saying a sad goodbye to Mrs Kath North and Mrs Rita Harman from
our Learning Support team after ten and seventeen years of service respectively. We have
also welcomed Mr Chris Davies, who joins us in the Pastoral Support team.

Free School Meals

We have been pleased to help a number of parents receive free school meals for their
children. We are aware at school that many of you are not receiving what your son / daughter
is entitled to. In the UK 1.8 million children are entitled to free school meals, but more than
330,000 are not receiving them. Are you one of this number? Please visit our website for
further information.

We would like to make this process as easy as possible, Miss Sue Jones is available to
provide confidential support with your application and provide you and your family with their full
entitlements.

Please don’t miss out on what is rightfully yours! This matter is dealt with in the strictest of
confidence and with the ‘cashless meals’ system it operates 100% confidentially for the pupils.

Attendance Matters

Excellent attendance remains a focus for us at Glan-y-Mér. Can | therefore thank parents for
their support this term. For the Spring term we have a target of 96% for all pupils. Attendance
at school is closely linked to academic success. Pupils benefit from being in classes, taught by
staff and will find it easier to achieve their potential and build a brighter future for themselves if
they attend regularly.

As ever, | would like to draw your attention to our website, which is found at
www.glanymorschool.co.uk. This contains all the relevant information for both parents and
pupils and features all the activities our young people have been involved in this year.

As we move through the period of winter weather, | would like to remind you that information
on school closures will be posted on the following:

School Website: www.glanymorschool.co.uk

Carmarthenshire LEA website: www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk

A recorded message on the school main telephone number — 01554 832507

Updates will be provided on Swansea Sound, Radio Carmarthenshire and Scarlet FM
Groupcall — our text messaging service. Please let us have any new mobile numbers so
that we can regularly stay in touch.
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Finally, on behalf of all the staff at Ysgol Glan-y-Mor, | would like to wish you a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Yours faithfully
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Headteacher Head of School




