Dear parent/guardian,

I'd like to draw your attention to a campaign that the County Council is launching in conjunction with C.A.S.H
- Carmarthenshire Association Secondary Head Teachers - this term.

It’s entitled “Our behavior affects everyone and everything”, and its aim is to improve pupils’ behaviour in all
Carmarthenshire secondary schools.

The behaviour of the majority is a source of pride for everyone, and the situation in Carmarthenshire is not
unique.

Across Wales, many teachers report that they’ve witnessed a decline in some pupils’ behavior since returning
to formal education after the pandemic. This behaviour includes using offensive language with classmates
and teachers, being unruly in lessons and vaping in toilets during lessons. Such behavior by a minority can
disrupt everyone’s school experience.

So, for the benefit of pupils and teachers, Carmarthenshire Council is supporting its Headteachers with their
request to act to improve the situation.

In July, pupils and teachers from all the County’s schools attended an experience sharing session at County
Hall. Comments such as - “It’s almost uncool to want to learn as vaping and bad language is like the new
thing”, “Its very heart breaking to see a child vaping at age 11” and “I'm genuinely really scared for the
generation coming through” were shared. These comments - and others - will appear in a video that will be
shown in every Secondary School throughout Carmarthenshire this month. You will also have an opportunity
to view the video when it’s shared via social media.

Information directing individuals to sources where they can get further advice about the importance of

improving behaviour will be shared on campaign posters.

“As teachers, we understand that there are sometimes complex reasons at the root of pupils’ misbehaviour,”
said James Durbridge, Head of Ysgol Gyfun Dyffryn Amman and C.A.S.H spokesperson, “and, without a
doubt, we want to support those pupils. But a teacher cannot teach, and a pupil cannot learn in a class
where a minority behaves without respect. The behavior of our pupils today influences their tomorrow.”

Councillor Glynog Davies, Cabinet Member for Education and the Welsh language supports the campaign
and sees itis an opportunity to press the reset button on behaviour. “Our aim in Carmarthenshire” he says, “is
to create young people who, after being educated here, create a life here and contribute to our community.
It is our duty to offer them the best possible guidance on how to behave in a way that gives them the best
chance to succeed in life.”

We kindly ask you to support this campaign to the best of your ability.

With sincere thanks,
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