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Update for Parents — 10" January 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

I hope this update finds you and your families well we move further into this Spring term. It was heart-warming
to once again see the positive atmosphere throughout the school last week, and the excellent engagement of
our learners and we would like to thank you for your help in achieving this and for your support moving forwards
that will allow us to maintain face to face learning.

However, as you are aware the caseloads continue to remain high across Wales, including cases in our school
that we have dealt with in line with WG and LA policies. The emergence of the Omicron variant should also
again show us all how important that it is that we work together to work within restrictions, for all of our benefit
and protection, and we appreciate your support and patience as things could rapidly change going forward, for
which we will always do our best to keep you fully informed as best we can.

Latest News Key Term Dates Going Forward
1. Return to School. Thursday 20" January: Year 11 Parents Evening.
2. LFT Testing Now Three Times Per Wednesday 26" January: Year 9 Parents/Options Evening
Week. Thursday 10" February: School Theme day 3.
3. Changes to Self-Isolation. Thursday 17" February: Year 7 Parents Evening.
Friday 18" February: Last day of Half term.
Monday 28" February: Pupils return from Half term.

1. Return to school
As mentioned above, it's been great to see pupils back in work last week, as well as their excellent levels of
positivity and uniform.

As previously communicated, having assessed the current situation, lunch provision and transport
arrangements has operated as normal for pupils onsite and the start and end timings of the day will be
unchanged. Our mitigations to protect all on site will remain the same as before Christmas, based around
the key factors of:

Face coverings Handwashing LFT testing

Distance Ventilation Seating plans

The only change is that we have returned to the previous system of “staggered” lunches to begin the year
whilst students get back into the habits of distancing themselves from each other.

2. LFT testing
Thank you to all of the pupils who took three LFT tests before returning to school. We are now testing every
Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday evening. All test results should also be logged on the school and NHS
electronic forms which can be accessed from the link on the text. Lastly, if any pupil, has symptoms of
Coronavirus or has tested positive, they must not attend school and should follow the relevant advice on
self-isolation and testing. Texts will be sent out as usual to help remind us all of the need to do this.

Please let us know if your child has tested positive or is isolating, or returning after 2 negative lateral
flow tests, as well as logging positive and negative results with both ourselves and the NHS.

If you have not previously indicated, but now wish to engage with the testing process, please contact
us at ysgol@glanymor.cymru.

Changes to Self-Isolation and Testing

From December 31 anyone who tests positive for COVID-19 can end self-isolation after seven days. Before
exiting self-isolation, they should take 2 lateral flow device (LFD) tests 24 hours apart to check they are not still
infectious. The first lateral flow test should be taken on day six of isolation. Find out more on this on the Welsh
Government website
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There are also changes to self-isolation rules if you are identified as a close contact of a positive case. Fully
vaccinated adults, children aged 5-18 and vaccine clinical trial participants no longer need to isolate but
instead you should take lateral flow tests for 7 days as a precautionary measure. Read more on this on
the Welsh Government website.

As of January 6 if you do have a positive lateral flow test but you don’t have symptoms you no longer have to
book a PCR test, but you must isolate for 7 days and report the result of your lateral flow test online or by
calling 119. Read more on this on the Welsh Government website.

Other Information

Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening — Thursday 20th January
Our Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 20" January between 3.30 and 6.30p.m. This will be
an online event which will allow parents a five-minute conversation with teachers in the same way as last year.

Parents will receive an invitation next week to make appointments using the School Cloud platform.

Our Community

We hugely appreciate the support of our local community, and are a proud community school, but also accept
that the very nature of our presence in such a built-up area leads to its own challenges in us trying not to cause
nuisance and disruption to our locality, whilst still doing the best possible job to educate young people and keep
them safe. Please can you as parents/carers help us in this by:

- Not parking in the bus bays when the car park is full, as this congestion can cause a dangerous situation where
the buses are reversing.

- Not obstructing the local streets when parking to drop off/pick up students at the beginning and end of the day.

- Ensuring that when you are waiting for your children, that you are supporting the national effort against the
pandemic by wearing a face covering, if not exempt, and maintaining distance from each other.

GCSE Assessment 2022
As we have communicated previously, at the moment we are planning and working towards Year 11 students
sitting exams as usual and for them to have practice exams in December and then the GCSE exams in the
summer. However, Qualifications wales have released further information to both confirm these initial plans, as
well as contingencies should they be needed, that you can see in the resources below:
Qualification Wales:

https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/qualified-for-the-future---have-your-say/

Further information on assessments and how to support your child through this time is available at:
https://www.glanymorschool.co.uk/Pupils/Examinations-and-Assessments/

Communication

Whilst this is a difficult and challenging time we continue to try and keep in contact. As ever we will continue to
keep contact via updates on our Website and through our Social Media platforms of Facebook or twitter and
indeed our call text service. If you need to initiate a conversation about any aspect of learning or wellbeing please
contact us on 01554-832507 between the hours of 8.00a.m. and 3.30p.m. or at ysgol@glanymor.cymru as usual.
Please can all parents/carers provide the school with a current up to date email address and phone number to help
facilitate this, by using the link below ASAP if you have not done so already, and huge thanks to those who have
already done this. https://forms.gle/Yggj8X6YbCd2X4M29

Finally
As a school, we are very proud of the way all of us in our community continue to work together, the ways in which

we all support one another and come together, in what is an unprecedented set of circumstances, truly shows what
we are about and how we continue to try to strive for “Success through effort” Thank you for your continued
support, of both our school, our community and your own wider families, please stay safe and well and we look
forward to continuing to work together to get the best for our students and their community, throughout the half
term ahead.

Kind Regards,

frhoes

John Jones
Head of School
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