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Update for Parents – 11th June 2020 
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
It has now been approx. 90 days since the decision to close our School to the majority of learners, in 
response to the Covid-19 crisis. We all know that such a long period away from school, friends, and the 
classroom will have a detrimental impact on a large number of our young people, whether that be their 
wellbeing or their learning. Education has been very much in the news yesterday and I felt that it was 
important to provide you with an update at this stage alongside our regular weekly updates. Though, there 
is potential for further interim updates as circumstances change and as we receive further updates. 
 
Last week, Kirsty Williams the minster for Education announced, from 29 June, there will be partial opening 
of schools in which the majority of learners will be able to “check in, catch up, and prepare for the 
summer”. 
 
The re-opening of schools was seen as an opportunity for our learners to familiarise themselves with the 
new procedures in school; the new normal. It will also be an opportunity to support them to continue to learn 
and succeed while studying on-line. 
 
Yesterday’s additional guidance issued by Welsh Government has the intention of adding detail to the 
original statement. The information comes in two parts, the full versions of which can be accessed at the 
links provided.  
 
1. Operational guidance: 

 
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-keep-education-safe-covid-19 
 
It is important to emphasise that the current period from 29th June to 27th July 2020 is an interim period. 
To help pupils and staff come to terms with the new arrangements in school, familiarise themselves with 
the ‘new normal’ and gain confidence. 
 
Within the key principle of ‘Keep Wales Safe’, we will develop our provision over the summer term into 
what will be the ‘new normal’ in September. At the same time, we will ensure our provision reflects the 
latest medical, scientific and safety advice. The arrangements in school will be regularly reviewed and 
developed into a detailed plan constructed between the school and Local Authorities. We will ensure that 
we make you aware of any important changes. 
 
I know that some of you will feel apprehensive and have many questions. The health and wellbeing of 
learners and staff is – as always and will be – our primary concern.  Our School is working hard to plan 
for the return of our learners and to put all the appropriate safeguards in place. The guidance published 
today will help us to define what it will look like and what will be involved. 
 
Working together, school, parents and pupils, we will together, secure ‘equity and a positive experience 
for our learners as they check in, catch up, and prepare for summer and September. 
 

2. Learners guidance: 
 

https://gov.wales/guidance-learning-over-summer-term-keep-education-safe 

 
The time before the summer break is limited and we will have restricted opportunities to engage with our 
learners. It is, therefore, important to put this time to best use and to focus of what is most important to 
support all of our learners. 
 

 

Ysgol Glan-y-Môr School 
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This time will be used to: 

 spend time undertaking activities which support the health and well-being of learners and staff. 

 check in with learners, undertake activities to develop their readiness for learning and begin to 
reintroduce in school learning as appropriate. 

 test operations for partial reopening under social distancing.  

 engage with families, understanding learners’ well-being needs and building confidence in the 
careful approach we are taking. 

 
At this time more than ever, the focus will be on identifying and supporting the needs of individual 
learners. 
 
The following key areas have been identified in this interim period: 

 Mental and emotional well-being 

 Relationships and social well-being 

 Physical well-being 

 The role of play and outdoor learning 

 Clarifying expectations for the summer term 

 Preparing learners for learning fitness 

 Assessment and progression 

 Transition 
 
To help clarify and summarise the advice we have outlined below some FAQs from and our responses: 
 

1.    When will schools in Wales open for more pupils? 
Schools will start the next phase of opening on 29 June. It is proposed that the summer term will be 
extended by a week, therefore ending on 24 July 2020.  
 
The autumn half-term break will be expanded to two weeks, the dates for this will be confirmed as 
soon as possible. 

 

2.    How will school re-opening work? 
In our school there will be a phased approach. Year groups will be split into cohorts with staggered 
starts, different days and breaks. It is expected that this will mean, at most, a quarter of pupils present 
at any one time, it will however take us some time to reach the exact level of operation. 
 
There will inevitably be much smaller classes, providing secure dedicated time with teachers and 
classmates. This time will include online and personalised classroom experience and getting children 
and teachers ready for a similar experience in September. There will be focus on well-being, 
reengaging with learning and using the opportunity to reflect on what we have learned remotely over 
the last three months. 
 
WG will be producing detailed guidance for our schools in coming days providing  information on 
managing facilities and logistical arrangements, including buildings, resources, cleaning, 
catering and transport. 
 
Our School will make arrangements according to our own context own and circumstances and that we 
will inform parents in coming days about the individual arrangements for our pupils. 

 

3.   Why have we made this decision now? 
Welsh Government medical advice suggests that we will be dealing with the effects of Covid-19 for 
some months to come. We are providing the opportunity for our learners to Check in, Catch Up and 
Prepare before the start of September. By doing this now it will give our learners vital contact time 
before the summer holiday which will have important social, learning and attainment gap benefits. 
This will help prepare learners for increasing contact time after the summer holidays; ‘the new normal, 
and will also allow schools to trial new ways of working and new procedures and operations before 
the autumn term. 
 
For parents and teachers too, this is an important opportunity to experience and be confident of the 
safety measures in place. The safety of staff and learners is of paramount importance.  
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4. As a parent / guardian who is shielding. Do I send my child / children back to 
school at the end of June? 
If you are a shielding parent or guardian, there is no expectation to send your child / children back to 
school at the end of June. Parents won’t be fined for keeping their child / children at home. These 
children will continue to be supported by our school on-line and through remote learning.  

 

        5.      My child is shielding. Will they have to return to school at the end of June? 
If your child is shielding they should not return to school at the end of June or use the opportunity of 
these check-in sessions. Shielded children will continue to be supported by their schools in different 
ways. 

 

6.    Will clinically vulnerable learners be expected to return to school? 
In the context of COVID-19, Clinically Vulnerable learners are at greater than average risk from 
COVID-19.   In the case of learners, we would only expect these to attend where parents/carers 
consent to this. 

 

7.    Will our parents be fined if they do not send their child to school? 
During this time parents won’t be fined for keeping their child / children at home. These children will 
continue to be supported by their schools in different ways.   
 

8.    What date is the October half-term break? 
We are working to determine the date for the additional week on the October half-term break and will 
ensure it is communicated as soon as possible. 

 

9.    Existing hubs provision 
We will clarify the situation in due course. However, the intention is that by 29th June, we would 
expect our Year 7 learners attending hub provision to move back to our school setting here at Glan-y-
Môr, on a similar basis to that provided at the Burry Port Hub, or indeed other Hubs, over recent 
weeks.  
 
Children of teaching staff may need to be accommodated at our School or another setting in order to 
allow our staff to attend. The local authority will work closely with us in operating as hubs to manage 
this transition. 

 
There is no expectation that secondary schools in Carmarthenshire continue hubs provision during 
the summer holidays. However the Local authorities may make alternative provision but it is not 
expected that this will be managed by school staff. 
 
As always, we would appreciate your input and support. You have placed you son/daughter in our 
care, where we work in partnership to support them and we take this responsibility very seriously. We 
have a hard working staff, committed governors and the total support of the Local Authority. There is, 
therefore, every reason to have confidence that this will be a safe, appropriate, well planned and 
meaningful provision. We hope that this interim period will go some way to restoring confidence in 
returning to school and will provide a positive approach to increased engagement with schooling 
ahead of September. 
 

We wish you and you families well and will continue to communicate important information as it is received. 
 
 

Kind Regards 

 
John Jones 
Head of School  
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