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Update for Parents — 12" October 2020

Dear Parent/Carer

Once again, | hope this update finds you and your family continuing to remain safe and well, and thank you for
your support for us and your children as we continue to endeavour to provide a safe and stimulating learning
environment for our students, even in these difficult, worrying times...We are aware that this is a nervous time
for us all, but we now know that by working together we can keep everyone safe.

The key message this week, that we would echo, coming out of the Welsh Government is Keep Safe and
keep learning.

Cadw Cymru'n Ddiogel. Keep Wales Safe.

Dal ati i Ddysgu. Keep Wales Learning.

Next Week

As the wards of the town of Llanelli remain a designated health protection zone our thoughts go particularly to
those of you living within those restrictions. We are aware that the period of the restrictions has been
extended, but that infection rates are falling in Llanelli, and we thank all of you for your efforts in achieving that
by living and working within these restrictions. We are delighted that this will not affect the day to day working
of our school, and that all students, whether they live in the zone or not, can attend as usual.

Can we please remind parents and carers that in these current times they should never attend the site
to see staff without an appointment, or in an emergency. If you need to contact the school please do
so by phone in the first instance.

We have been very successful so far in welcoming students safely back to school, but the latest news for the
area means that it is now even more important for us to continue to focus on embedding routines with the
students, and not become complacent, so that we can stay safe in what is a tough time for our community.

Please could you all impress upon your children the importance of them bringing as little as possible
to and from school, including pencil cases, and not to swap or lend items with other students, as this
has been proven to be a possible source of the spread of the virus.

Community Notices

Please could those of you who attend the school to collect your children be considerate of our neighbours in
the streets around the school, and ensure that when parking you are not blocking drives and/or pavements,
particularly if it would make it difficult for emergency vehicles to move through the streets, even for only a
couple of minutes.

If you have children in our school that collect younger siblings from the local schools, could you please
impress upon them that they should only be going to collect their siblings at the appointed times, and should
only go onto site themselves, not with friends.

Please be clear with your children that the start time of school is 8.30, by this time all students should
be on site, and they should not be congregating in Burry Port before the start of school, as these
gatherings are a possible spread of the virus.

Term dates
Whilst we enter the 7" week of this half term can | remind you that the scheduled Half term means school will
close on the Friday 23d October and reopen on Monday 2" November.

The last day of this term will be Friday 18" December 2020. Monday 215t and Tuesday 22" will be
designated as INSET days. Closing the school for two weeks over the Christmas Holiday is viewed as a key
“circuit breaker” to help ventilate the building and reduce the potential spread of the Covid virus.



Safety and Wellbeing

Test, Trace and Protect

If a pupil goes home from school with Covid symptoms, ie. (a) new CONTINUOUS cough, (b) a high
temperature, or (c) loss of smell or taste the school will contact Delta Wellbeing on their behalf. Parents no
longer need to be asked to inform Delta Wellbeing unless pupils develop symptoms outside school hours.
School will also inform Delta of pupils who are absent and have left a message to say their illness is due to
Covid symptoms. Parents should arrange a test by calling 119 or using the website. Tests cannot be booked
through Delta Wellbeing.

Pupils who have displayed Covid symptoms cannot return to school until they have proof of a negative
result or need to wait until 10 days after the onset of symptoms. The rest of the household will also need to
self-isolate until a negative result is returned, or 14 days have passed.

If a child has displayed symptoms and is ready to return, please email the confirmation of their
negative test to ysgol@glanymor.cymru so that we have proof that they are ready to return, if they do
without proof they will be unable to attend lessons until we have confirmed this.

The school will let parents and staff know immediately if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus within the
school environment.

An excellent guide for parents is available on Welsh Govt website at:

Keep Wales Learning — Test, Trace, Protect information for parents and carers.
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/test-trace-protect-information-for-
parents-and-carers.pdf

A guide for parents/carers - what to do if your child needs to self-isolate
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/what-to-do-if-your-child-needs-self-
isolate.pdf

Sending your child to school if they have any COVID-19 symptoms
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/dont-send-your-child-to-school-if-they-
have-any-covid-19-symptoms.pdf

Face Coverings

Can parents please urge pupils to take care of their face coverings. As well as the obvious health and safety
benefits, providing face coverings for every child comes at a cost and pupils need to take sufficient care of
them. In addition, there is an environmental impact to discarding them improperly. Please look after our
community and the environment.

Can | also remind learners that face coverings will need to be worn at all times on school transport. This
is an important part of the County Council policy.

There is a link below which provides important information on correct use of face coverings to obtain
maximum benefit:
https://vimeo.com/460898559

Hand washing/Hygiene and ventilation
It is more important than ever to maintain hygiene. Can parents please encourage their children to hand wash
and hand sanitise at every opportunity that is given to them in school.

Uniform
The Welsh Government guidelines we work within above are very clear that school uniform is an important
part of “normal” life at the moment, and of benefit to student’s wellbeing. We have in recent weeks, at various
times, been focussing on different aspects of pupil’s uniforms to ensure that they are all in correct uniform. We
appreciate your support when you’ve been contacted, or your children spoken to, to address any issues that
have arisen.

Other News

School Photos

This Thursday 15" October will see our year 7’s have their traditional year 7 photographs, and we wish to
reassure all parents that the process will be conducted in a COVID secure manner, with follow up actions for
yourselves being conducted mostly online.

All Year 7 should attend on Thursday in full school uniform, whether they have PE or not.
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We are aware that some parents have enquired as to when Year 11 photos will be conducted, we are
currently planning for these in the Spring, and will confirm exact details once we have them.

Acceptable use policies

As those of you who have had children in the school in previous years will be aware, in order for students to

use various resources in the school, by law you need to sign an acceptable sue policy saying that you

understand the rules around them, and that your child will follow them. Previously we have done this in the

school planner, but in these times, we have also made an online version of these:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4 TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5ky55T5i23P50imijY
hLxXELUNIg5VEtLODBVOESXUINDSOITNKJFUKS5MRS4u

Thank you to those of you who have already signed these, for those of you who haven’t yet, please
could you log into, review and sign the acceptable use policies via the link below, this is particularly
important for year 7, as they are unable to use the internet on site until these have been signed:

Year 7 Parents

As described above, we often take a lot of information in via planner and letters going home and back at the

start of the year. In year 7 we do a Data input form to confirm key details and ensure that information has

come through correctly from Primary school:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4 TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5ky55T5i23P50imijY
hLXxXE1UQUEXUkpZSjJVR|ISRDKYVDkwNUXxMRVdIVS4u

Thank you to those parents of Year 7 who have already signed these, for those of you who haven’t
yet, please could you log into and fill out the data capture form on the link below:

Communication
Whilst this is a difficult and challenging time we continue to try and keep in contact.

As ever we will continue to keep contact via updates on our Website and through our Social Media platforms
of Facebook or twitter and indeed our call text service. Now that we have “reopened” if you need to initiate a
conversation about any aspect of learning or wellbeing please contact us on 01554832507 between the hours
of 8am and 4pm or at ysgol@glanymor.cymru as usual.

In the weeks ahead, it is critical that we are able to communicate with parents so It is vitally important that if
you change your mobile number/ contact details that you please notify us so that we can keep our records up
to date.

Finally

Can | end this update by thanking you once again for your support this week, throughout September and
going forward, as we have “reopened”. While there is no foreseeable short-term end to the Covid pandemic, |
am confident that by continuing to work as a community and taking proper responsibility for ourselves and
others around us we will together be able to meet the challenges. We remain without a positive Covid 19 case
at present this term, but must not become complacent and allow our focus to lapse. Our attendance also
remains above both the national and county average, showing the trust and you have in us to keep your
children safe, which is most appreciated.

Please keep safe and look after one another, in particular those of you that find yourselves within the health
protection zone. Thank you for your continued support, of both our school, our community and your own wider
families, and | once again wish you well for the coming week.

Kind Regards

Frdores

John Jones
Head of School
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