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Update for Parents — 18" February 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

| hope this update finds you and your families well as the storm rages, and we find ourselves at the
end of what has been a long but rewarding term of almost full time education on site, we were so
close! Firstly, | would like to start by thanking you all for your outstanding support during this
challenging time for all of us. In addition, | would like to share our sincere thanks and appreciation to
those of you who have taken the time to contact us directly with messages of support and very
positive feedback. It is truly appreciated by all of us: we can all be very proud of what we have once
again achieved together. It has been a genuine team effort from everyone who has responded
magnificently to the various challenges that we have faced: parents/carers, governors, caretaking,
catering, cleaning, support and admin, TAs, teachers and SLT. Thank you all.

Key Term Dates Going Forward

Monday 28" February: All students return to school.

Friday 4" March: Whole School Eisteddfod. (Students and staff may attend school in a top
of their house colour)

Tuesday 5" April: Year 8 Parents Evening

Friday 8™ April: Last day of term

Return to School after Half Term

As shared earlier this week, the minister has updated schools on the situation with the pandemic and
allowed us to return to the Local Infection Control Decision Framework for the decision upon and
establishment of mitigations that will operate in our schools.

However, as Carmarthenshire as an area currently has a high case load compared to many
other areas in Wales, and is significantly above the national average for cases, there will be
no change to how schools operate after half term.

Lateral Flow Testing over Half Term

Testing continues to play a part in supporting schools this autumn to quickly identify and isolate
infected individuals. You will have seen as part of the Director’s letter that schools in Wales are asked
to continue routine lateral flow testing.

All pupils currently in Years 7 - 11, and staff, who are taking part in routine LFT testing, should
test on Sunday 20", Tuesday 22" Thursday 24" and Sunday 27" February.

Results should be reported to the school as usual, but with TTP being picked up by the Local
Authority during half term, it is essential that positive results are also reported to the NHS.



Our Half Term Highlights

With your help, over the past half term we have continued to achieve many feats as a community and
as individuals, some of the highlights of which you can see below:

On 25" January we celebrated St Dwynwen’s day with a number
| of activities around her story, including selling wooden “love
hearts” made by our technology department, to raise money for
Charity.

On 10" February we had our latest Theme day, a chance to do
something different. Activities ranged from designing a hotel for the
moon with Year 7, learning about relationships with Year 8, discussing
alcohol and fire safety and awareness with Year 9, to getting stuck into
their Welsh Bacc projects in Years 10 and 11!

Though unable to have fixtures in January, our sporting success still continued, with our students
representing amongst other sports, the school in the Welsh cross country championships, from which
Iwan Thomas emerged as Welsh Champion!

We were also able to literally walk the global
walk by participating in the 'Let’s Be Active!’
Virtual Walk Challenge as part of our Erasmus+
programme , and we were able to celebrate the
efforts of staff and students over the Christmas
holidays and the week either side in walking
“virtually” around Europe together to our partner
schools in Portugal, Italy, Bulgaria and back!

A huge thank you to everyone involved in providing these experiences for our students, and to our
students for getting involved in them!



Other Information

Exam Invigilators

Now that exams are confirmed for the summer term, we are looking to boost our pool of invigilators to
support the students’ taking exams, further information is available at the link below if it is of interest
to you or anyone you know:

https://www.eteach.com/job/examination-invigilators-1212748

Free School Meals

We have been informed that eligible households should receive direct payments in respect of Free
School Meals over the holidays. For those who have not registered for payment or anyone new to
claiming Free School Meals, please ensure you apply using the contact details below. They are there
to help if any support is needed.

Email: FreeSchoolMeals@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
Telephone: 01267 234567 and ask for Free Meal Payments

Communication over Half Term

Although school reception will not be open during the break you will be able to contact us via email at
ysgol@glanymor.cymru. Emails to this address will be picked up during the break, though there might
be a slightly longer delay in our response to your queries.

Finally

As a school, we continue to be very proud of the way all of us in our community have worked
together, over the past weeks and months to do the best for our young people and our community.
The ways in which we have all supported one another and come together, in what is an
unprecedented set of circumstances, truly shows what we are about and how we continue to strive
for “Success through effort” Thank you for your continued support, of both our school, our community
and your own wider families. | once again wish you well for the coming half term holiday, and look
forward to welcoming the students back on the 28" February: please stay safe and well.

Kind Regards.

frhore

John Jones
Head of School
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