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Update for Parents — 27" February 2023
Dear Parent/Carer

| hope this update finds you and your families well as we return following the half term break, and that
you've had some time to spend with your families to enjoy over it.

Key Dates

Monday 27" February: All staff and students return to school

Thursday 2" March: Potential disruption due to Industrial Action. (School closed to pupils)
Friday 39 March: Eisteddfod

Wednesday 8" March: Consultation meeting on change to school day. (6.00p.m)
Wednesday 15™" March: Potential disruption due to Industrial Action

Thursday 16" March: Potential disruption due to Industrial Action

Friday 315t March: End of term for staff and students.

Industrial Action
As we communicated last week the school will unfortunately be closed on Thursday 2" March due to
Industrial Action, you can read more about this in the letter below:

https://www.qglanymorschool.co.uk/News/Important-information-for-parents-r-17022023083035/

Though we are unable to provide direct online learning during the day, our google classrooms are
always a source of support and resources for pupils to access independently, to reinforce and extend
their learning, and we’d encourage all pupils to use the day at home productively to access these or
catch up on any other work they have missed.

Free school meal provision is still available on this day for our pupils, and qualifying parents
have been contacted directly, and should respond by midday today if they wish supporting in
this way.

Eisteddfod 2023

On Friday 3 March we will be spending the day celebrating Welsh culture with a day of activities
based around Welsh Language and culture and the artistic expression that goes with it culminating in
our Eisteddfod ceremony and whole school celebration. Lessons will be suspended for the day, and
all students will be able to engage with the activities over the course of the day, that they will be
practising for during extended registration time this week.

As part of this, students can attend school on Friday in normal school uniform with a top of
the colour of their house, to show their support to each other, and in particular to those
competing.

Proposed change to School Day

As we move forward as a school and as a federation, we are always looking to make best use of our
time in terms of both efficiency, wellbeing and safety. To this end our school day has been reviewed,
and our governors have asked that the changes detailed, that if approved would come into place in
September 2023, in the letter below are considered and consulted upon by all involved with our
school:

https://www.glanymorschool.co.uk/News/Information-regarding-proposed-changes-to-school-d/

Please take the time to read this letter and consider the proposed change, and either attend
the scheduled meeting or use the electronic opportunity to give feedback to us upon it.


https://www.glanymorschool.co.uk/News/Important-information-for-parents-r-17022023083035/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.glanymorschool.co.uk%2FNews%2FInformation-regarding-proposed-changes-to-school-d%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJohn.Jones%40glanymor.cymru%7C1b4786bc28ac4b2e724508db0b4031b4%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C638116142548244606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pt1XlrNBovE0KFeTI%2BeRsWiSFB9aDl%2FukZwNsWtvBk4%3D&reserved=0

Year 9 Options
We have continued to discuss options with learners in Year 9 over

the coming weeks. You may find your children will ask you L] :
guestions about subjects and career choices at home. p I
In KS4 (Year 10) there are several ‘new’ courses that pupils will i b

not have studied previously. In order to help you and your children

to have a clearer understanding of what these may include, pre-

recorded video information will also be available to both parents and pupils. Furthermore, some
vocational courses will be available in partnership with Coleg Sir Gar. We hosted our Year 9 Options
Parents’ Evening on 2" February 2023. Option books, option blocks, option website and option
videos have been released so students have a wealth of information to help them choose. Having
met with the year group to start this process of discussion, you can also see more information on
options at our bespoke options website below:

https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/options

Careers Wales are also here to support young people choosing their GCSE options. They have
a range of resources and information available on their website for young people. Short animations
for pupils and parents are also available.

Uniform
As a reminder for pupils and parents, our school uniform is published on ourschool website. Please
see the link below:

https://www.glanymorschool.co.uk/Parents/Uniform/

Pupils are expected to wear normal uniform as specified. In particular lycra skirts and non-
school hoodies should not be worn. Also, as the weather is so cold and wet, please also bear
in mind that a hoodie is not a suitable replacement for a school coat, and should not be used

as one.

A grant is available for school uniform and equipment for families who are eligible. Please see the
link below for more information:
School Uniform & Equipment Grant

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Wellbeing
Breakfast has always been identified as the most important meal of the day and can set us all up for

a successful and positive day.

As a result, we last term started providing free toast before school from 8.10 —
8.25 for students, to help our students struggling to get their breakfast organised
in a morning, or families who may be struggling to provide it.

It was great to see students befitting from this each morning last term, and
we want to remind you that we will be continuing this for the foreseeable
future.

Saturday Club at Coleq Sir Gar

colegsirgar

Saturday club is a great opportunity to engage with the college for young
people in years 9-11, even an opportunity to study subjects that we as a
school cannot offer at present, for more information, see below:

https://www.qglanymorschool.co.uk/News/Saturday-Engineering-Club-at-
Coleg-Sir-Gar/

S
Saturday Engineering Club
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Eisteddfod 2023 — Join the Hwyl!

You probably know that the Urdd National Eisteddfod, one of Europe's biggest
youth festivals, is coming to Llandovery in Carmarthenshire in May 2023.
Have you started thinking about how you could compete? Urdd

Below is a link to an e-leaflet for you full of information on how to join in the hwyl. There are links in
the leaflet to useful parts of the Urdd website that you and pupils will need to join and register. Pupils
receiving free school meals, a school uniform scheme grant, or a 16-18 education maintenance
allowance can join for just £1. Otherwise, it costs £10, and this is Urdd membership which allows
pupils to take part in all Urdd activities for a year.

https://www.glanymorschool.co.uk/News/Eisteddfod-yr-Urdd-2023/

School Production 2023!

) =)
Glan Y Mor School

presents..
We are delighted to be able to announce that next summer our talented students will
once again be producing and delivering a school production to remember — Grease!
I’'m sure you will all join me to wish them the best of luck in their preparations, and
watch this space for how to order your tickets!

Rehearsals have now started each Thursday from 3-4pm, and good luck to all involved!

Free School Meals

As times are challenging for many families, we see more and more children that see their school
dinner as a key part of their nutrition and wellbeing. If your child is entitled to free school meals at
Glan-y-Mor don't forget to apply via the link below:

https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/school-meals/free-
school-meals/#.X4gaJNBKiUI

Finally

We are looking forward to welcoming pupils back today, and it will be great to see pupils continue to
look so smart and positive as we start the second half of the term. Thank you for your support in
making this happen. We have all proven over recent years that, even in the most testing of times, the
key for getting the best for your children is to work together, and long may this continue.

Kind Regards

frhore

J W JONES
Head of School
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