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The tiny diamond sphere that could unlock clean power

At 1:03am on Monday 5 December, scientists in California aimed their beam laser 
at a cylinder containing a tiny diamond fuel capsule.

That powerful burst of laser light created immense 
temperatures and pressures and sparked a fusion 
reaction - the reaction which powers the sun.

The scientists had done such experiments before, but 
this time the energy that came out of the reaction, 
was more than the laser power used to trigger it.

One of the key components is a peppercorn-sized synthetic diamond capsule, which holds 
the fuel. The sphere has to be perfectly smooth and contaminant-free - any anomalies could 
ruin the reaction.

It takes around two months to create each batch of 20-40 capsules, which are made by 
painstakingly layering tiny diamond crystals around a core and polishing repeatedly.

Following December's successful experiment, the next challenge will be to further improve 
tech in order to replicate and improve the reaction. Then on, to clean, cheaper energy.



Corn snake found by commuter near Swansea train station
A commuter on her way to work had a surprise when she discovered a stray 
corn snake on a pavement near a railway station.

The woman picked up the snake in a takeaway 
food tub with air holes before taking it back to her 
place of work "for safety" until the RSPCA arrived.

The unusual discovery happened on 24 February 
near Swansea train station.

The RSPCA said the escapee is likely a pet and is 
calling for the owner to come forward.
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Many of the snakes the RSPCA is called to collect are thought to be escaped pets.

The RSPCA recommends snake owners invest in an enclosure suitable for the particular 
species and that the enclosure is kept secure, and locked if necessary, when unattended.



1912
Jump!

Berry made his pioneering jump on March 1, 1912, in St. Louis, Missouri, leaping 
from a Benoist pusher biplane.

The 11 m diameter parachute was contained in a metal canister attached to the 
underside of the plane, and to a harness worn by Berry.

At 460 m Berry dropped from the plane, his weight pulling the parachute from 
the canister. He dropped 150 m before the parachute opened and allowed him to 
land safely.

U.S. Army Captain Albert Berry 
performs the first parachute 
jump from an airplane.



The tradition that he was born at 
Henfynyw in Ceredigion is not 
improbable. He became renowned as a 
teacher and preacher, founding 
monastic settlements and churches in 
Wales, Cornwall, and Brittany. 

St David's Cathedral stands on the site 
of the monastery he founded in the 
Glyn Rhosyn valley of Pembrokeshire. 

His best-known miracle is said to have taken place when he was 
preaching in the middle of a large crowd at the Synod of Brefi: the 
village of Llanddewi Brefi stands on the spot where the ground on 
which he stood is reputed to have risen up to form a small hill. A white 
dove, which became his emblem, was seen settling on his shoulder.





Today’s lunchtime rota –

9, 8, 7, 11, 10                   





For more items of news, click the Newsround link below.
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