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Wednesday July 1st

Shetland set to back £1.5bn plan to connect islands

Undersea tunnels connecting some of the UK's most northerly islands could be in 
place within eight years, under plans expected to be approved on Tuesday.

A feasibility study for Shetland Islands 
Council proposes replacing ageing ferries 
with tunnels from Shetland's mainland to 
Yell and from Yell to Unst, describing them 
as "economically transformative".

Two more tunnels, to the islands of Whalsay 
and Bressay, could follow under the plans, 
which are estimated to cost £1.5bn.

Council leaders say the tunnels would be cheaper than building new ferries and replacing 
harbours.

Unst is the UK's most northerly island and home to the UK's only spaceport, at Saxavord, as 
well as a sizeable aquaculture industry.

The study says tunnels could boost direct economic activity related to the spaceport as well as 
spin-off benefits such as other aerospace industrial development and tourism.



Why a mural of Eastenders legend has appeared in a Welsh village

A mural depicting life in a Welsh village has left some people scratching their 
heads, as it features the Eastenders legend Dot Cotton.
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The soap character - formerly played by the late 
June Brown - appears next to a dragon, a miner 
and rugby player in Pontyates, Carmarthenshire.

The fictional Queen Vic where Dot once drank in 
Albert Square is seemingly a world away from 
the sleepy former mining village in the 
Gwendraeth Valley.

But Brown, who died in 2022 aged 95, was evacuated to Pontyates during World War Two 
and later spoke fondly of the place she found sanctuary in as a 12-year-old.

Brown would later go on to star in the long-running BBC soap Eastenders from 1985 to 1993, 
before returning between 1997 and 2020.

The idea behind the mural was to brighten up the village of around 1,500 people, so artist 
Steve Jenkins was enlisted.



1916
In the trenches.
First day of the Battle of the Somme in 
World War I: The British Army suffers its 
worst day, losing 19,240 men.

The Battle of the Somme was both the largest battle on the Western Front of World 
War I and one of the deadliest in history, with more than a million casualties.

While the Allied forces had pushed 6 miles into German territory by the battle's 
end, they had not seized the French towns of Péronne or Bapaume, and debate 
exists over whether the battle was necessary or militarily significant.

The tank was first premiered at the Somme - although early units could only go 4 
miles per hour and often broke down.







Thursday lunchtimes at ‘Harbwr’













Lunchtime – Wednesday
Room 17



Lunchtime – Tuesday
Room 3
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