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Cornwall space launch: Virgin Orbit prepares for UK mission

Monday 9th January

The Virgin Orbit company says it's now ready 
to proceed with the historic mission, which 
will be run out of Cornwall Airport Newquay.

It will see a repurposed 747 release a rocket 
over the Atlantic to take nine satellites high 
above the Earth.

The first ever orbital space launch from the UK is back on and scheduled for the 
night of Monday 9 January.

Internationally renowned for making satellites of all sizes, the UK's space industry has always 
had to send its products to foreign spaceports to get them into orbit. Adding a launch 
capability means the sector will in future be able to do everything from first design through 
to mission operations.

The 747 named Cosmic Girl, with LauncherOne slung beneath her left wing, is expected to 
leave Newquay in the late evening. The plane will head west to a designated launch zone off 
the coast of Ireland, then just before midnight, and at an altitude of 35,000ft, the 747 will 
release the rocket, which will then ignite its first-stage engine to begin the climb to orbit.

Link to launch ‘Live feed’, expected to start at 9pm.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Co18HcyqHk?utm_source=syndication


Sharks: Volunteers sought to document animals in Wales' seas

Data from more than 90 hours of footage 
needs to be logged to help build a picture of 
the diversity of species.

Volunteer Matt Thomson said he was already 
hooked and hoped to see a "really rare" angel 
shark during his work on the project.
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Volunteers are being recruited to identify sharks, skates and rays captured 
on underwater cameras around the Welsh coast.

Throughout the summer of 2022, protected and critically endangered species were filmed by 
remote underwater cameras in a special conservation area off the Llyn Peninsula. Previously 
for researchers' eyes only, the footage is now available to everyone via ‘Instant Wild’ on the 
Project Siarc website.

These volunteer "citizen scientists" are asked to log the types of sharks, skates and rays they 
see, helping to save researchers lots of time and effort.

Wales hosts a range of different shark species, over 25 in fact, from one of the rarest in the 
world - the angel shark - to one of the largest, which is the basking shark.

https://www.projectsiarc.com/




First Photograph 
of a Person
In early 1838, Louis Daguerre used 
an early version of photography to 
snap a photo of the Boulevard du 
Temple in Paris. 

The streets in the photo appear deserted: this is because the exposure time for the 
photo was so long that the cars and trams could not be captured.

Only the man having his shoes shined and the shoe-shiner were motionless 
enough to be caught. This is thus the first known photograph of a person.



Today’s lunchtime rota –

11, 10, 9, 8, 7                 





For more items of news, click the Newsround link below.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround



