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Man gets genetically-modified pig heart in world-first transplant

A US man has become the first person in the world to get a heart transplant from a 
genetically-modified pig.

David Bennett, 57, is doing well 
three days after the experimental 
seven-hour procedure in Baltimore, 
doctors say.

The transplant was considered the 
last hope of saving Mr Bennett's life, 
though it is not yet clear what his 
long-term chances of survival are.

Doctors at the University of Maryland Medical Center were granted a special dispensation by 
the US medical regulator to carry out the procedure, on the basis that Mr Bennett - who has 
terminal heart disease - would otherwise have died.

A spokesman for the hospital said "People die all the time on the waiting list, waiting for 
organs. If we could use genetically engineered pig organs they'd never have to wait, they 
could basically get an organ as they needed it.”

More information about the ethics of xenotransplantation

Video about xenotransplantation

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/organfarm/regulators/clark.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rq5k3da_UWk&t=268s


Seth Burke, 13, returns home after weeks in hospital

A thirteen-year-old boy with a life-long progressive condition can finally 
celebrate Christmas, after weeks in hospital with Covid.

Seth Burke caught the virus just days after 
becoming the first wheelchair user to become 
a member of the Welsh Youth Parliament.

He's more vulnerable to the effects due to his 
condition and had been fighting for his life in 
intensive care.
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Doctors say that he will feel the impact of Covid for some time feeling much weaker and 
getting very tired at times. His lungs will need to repair and he has ventilation support to 
help him breathe at night.

Seth said he hopes his story is a strong message. "I don't want anyone to get as ill as I was 
and I want people to stay well," he said. “Children can get Covid. I know people say they 
can't, but they definitely can and I know because I've had it.”

"I want to say thank you to all the doctors and nurses who've helped me get better.”



1939
Timely Comics (later Marvel) 
founded by American publisher 
Martin Goodman in New York

Stan Lee was for many decades Marvel Comics' primary creative leader, and he 
was responsible for transforming Timely comics from a small family-run business 
to a creative and publishing empire responsible for some of the most famous 
comics and characters of all time.

Lee's highly popular work introduced the likes of Spiderman, Thor, the Hulk, and 
Doctor Strange (amongst others). Almost all of his creations have since been 
turned into several successful movies under the Marvel Cinematic Universe. He 
retired from Marvel in the 1990s but remained a figurehead of the company, and 
continued to work into his 90s.
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