18 January
Thought of the day

I didn't get there
by wishing for it

or hoping for it

but by working

for it

Estée Lauder
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‘Banned’ bee-harming pesticide approved for use, despite expert advice
A pesticide which can harm bees has been approved for use in 2022.

Emergency use of a product containing the chemical
thiamethoxam has been authorised in England
because of a virus which affects sugar beets.

The decision came despite expert advisers finding

pollution from the pesticide would damage river
life.

In 2018, an almost total ban was put in by the EU and UK because of the serious damage
the chemical could cause to bees.

British Sugar successfully applied for an exemption to allow the banned pesticide to be
used in England this year because of the threat posed by yellow virus.

Scientific studies have linked the use of these chemicals to the falling numbers of
honeybees, wild bees and other animals which pollinate plants.

Joan Edwards, director of policy and public affairs at The Wildlife Trusts, said the move was
"a clear betrayal of promises" made to protect the natural world.



Welsh headlines """ """ €

St David's Day: Could Gwynedd make it a bank holiday?

St David's Day could become a bank holiday for council workers if plans are
approved by their local authority.

28
Gwynedd council's cabinet meets on Tuesday
to discuss a way forward, after asking the UK
government to allow Wales to create its own
holidays, as in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Options include making an extra holiday for
staff in 2022 by changing their annual leave
entitlement.

The UK government refused to devolve power
over bank holidays to Wales. .

The council said trade unions had been consulted about the proposals for staff, but
teachers employed by the council would not be able to take an extra holiday through a
local agreement alone.

In Carmarthenshire, the leader of the council has written to Welsh government to ask for
an all-Wales approach on St David's Day.



The Paris peace conference opens
to draw up the treaties formally
ending the Great War (WWI)

The eventual treaties (which include the treaty of Versailles) set the
peace terms for the defeated Central Powers (Germany, Austria,
Bulgaria, Hungary and Turkey). Dominated by the leaders of Britain,
France, the United States and Italy, it resulted in five treaties that
rearranged the maps of Europe and parts of Asia, Africa and the
Pacific Islands, and also imposed financial penalties.



B oenmon NHS
CORONAVIRUS

STAY ALERT T0
THE SYMPTOMS

HIGH TEMPERATURE
OR NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH
OR LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL?

No one in your household should leave home
if any one person has symptoms.

Find out how to get a test, and how long to
isolate, at nhs.uk/coronavirus
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