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Virgin Orbit issued licences ahead of Cornwall space launch

Thursday 22nd December

Earlier in December the launch was 
pushed back due to technical issues.

A launch from the spaceport at 
Cornwall Airport Newquay is now 
expected in January.

The final remaining licences required for Virgin Orbit to launch from Spaceport 
Cornwall have been issued by the UK space regulator.

Tim Johnson, director for space regulation at the UK Civil Aviation Authority, said: "This is 
another major milestone in enabling the very first orbital space launch from UK shores and 
these licences will assist Virgin Orbit with their final preparations for launch.“

Melissa Thorpe, head of Spaceport Cornwall, said: "We are thrilled for the Virgin Orbit 
licenses to be in place for this historic launch.

"It has been an incredible effort by all partners to reach this milestone, and my team cannot 
wait to share in the excitement of the upcoming launch with everyone that has made it 
happen."



Household rubbish to be turned into jet fuel

It comes as five projects have been awarded a 
share of a £165m government fund.

The projects plan to cut CO2 emissions by an 
average of 200,000 tonnes a year, once fully 
up and running.
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Waste gases from a steelworks and household rubbish could be used to fuel 
aeroplanes for "guilt-free flying".

They will also produce 300,000 tonnes of sustainable aviation fuel a year - enough to fly to 
the moon and back about 60 times.

One of the projects will be based at Port Talbot steelworks and will convert steel mill off-
gases into fuel.

UK government Transport Secretary Mark Harper said: "Using waste or by-products to 
refuel airliners sounds like a flight of fancy, but... it's going to help us make guilt-free flying a 
reality. It's exactly this kind of innovation that will help us create thousands of green jobs 
across the country and slash our carbon emissions."





Christmas lights
The 1st string of Christmas tree lights is 
created by inventor Thomas Edison.

During the Christmas season these strands were strung around the outside of his 
Menlo Park Laboratory. Railroad passengers traveling by the laboratory got their first 
look at an electrical light display. 

It would take almost forty years for electric Christmas lights to become the tradition 
that we all know and love. Before electric Christmas lights, families would use 
candles to light up their Christmas trees. This practice was often dangerous and led 
to many home fires.

Edward Johnson, Edison’s friend and partner in Edison’s Illumination Company, hand-
wired 80 red, white and blue light bulbs and wound them around his Christmas tree.



Today’s lunchtime rota –

8 , 7, 11, 10, 9                



On behalf of all staff at Glan-y-môr, we 
wish you, your families and friends, a very 
happy Christmas and a joyful New Year.





For more items of news, click the Newsround link below.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround



