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Students switch to AI to learn languages
Mosquitoes that carry viruses like dengue and zika have moved into new parts of 
Europe, increasing the risk of illness, top experts warn.

The convenience and breadth of an AI chatbot 
can't compete with the pleasures of chatting with 
someone real. It is however a useful supplement.

Many people get self-conscious about making 
mistakes in a language they barely speak, but a 
chatbot won't judge you. And the new wave of 
generative AI is so advanced that it can cultivate, 
what in effect, are AI ‘penpals’.

To stay ahead of the trend, well-established language-learning apps have been integrating AI 
into their own platforms. Duolingo began collaborating with OpenAI in September 2022.

As the technology develops, teachers will still have an important role as mentors and 
facilitators, particularly with beginner learners and older people since teachers have a strong 
understanding of the individual learning styles, language needs, and goals of each student.



Bioluminescent plankton: 'It's the northern lights of the ocean'
It’s an almost magical natural phenomenon lighting up the coastlines of Wales.

The light in question is an ethereal blue 
that flashes along the edge of a wave as 
it rolls-in to the shore.

It is caused by bioluminescent plankton, 
tiny creatures floating in the sea that 
have the ability to emit light when 
disturbed by a predator or motion.
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This sets off a light display for onlookers on shore, who are coming in increasing numbers 
to Welsh beaches late at night to try to see the plankton for themselves.

As with other natural phenomena like the northern lights, the power of social media has 
both spread the word about it and made it easier for people to share real-time 
information about where it has been spotted.

The recent period of sunny, settled weather has meant a particularly good year for 
plankton conditions, with clearer seas than normal.



1974
First ‘bar-code’
The Universal Product Code (UPC) is scanned for the first time to sell a package of 
Wrigley's chewing gum at the Marsh Supermarket in Ohio.

It is a unique 12-digit number assigned to each individual product sold in stores 
and online. It is used to identify and track products as they are sold, shipped, and 
received. The UPC is also used in inventory control and as a means of price 
comparison.







Today’s lunchtime rota – 

10, 9, 8, 7

• See board in canteen



For more items of news, click the Newsround link below.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround




Thought of the day done? News completed? Know 
what happened on this day in history? 

Have a look at these additional ‘Form time ideas’

https://formtimeideas.com/
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