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Friday 27t January

Today’s headlines

Asteroid 2023 BU: Space rock passed closer than some satellites
You definitely shouldn't panic but a biggish asteroid passed by Earth last night!
About the size of a minibus, the space rock,

known as 2023 BU, sped over the southern
tip of South America just after midnight.

With a closest approach of just 2,200 miles it
counts as a close shave.

It also illustrates how there are still asteroids of significant size lurking near Earth that
remain to be detected. This one was only picked up last weekend by an amateur
astronomer.

Even if it was on a direct collision course, it would struggle to do much damage. With an
estimated size of 3.5m to 8.5m across the rock would likely disintegrate high in the
atmosphere. It would produce a spectacular fireball though!

The true monster asteroids out there, like the 12km-wide rock that wiped out the
dinosaurs, have likely all been detected and are not a cause for worry.
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Short-finned pilot whale first of kind in British waters

A whale found stranded on a Welsh beach more than a decade ago has been
identified as the first of its kind ever found in British waters.

Short-finned pilot whales are usually == e e
found in tropical to warm temperate - —
seas and not in northern Europe. - ———

At the time it was examined by the
Defra and identified as a long-finned
pilot whale, which are commonly found
in British waters and strand frequently.

However, fresh analysis of its skull and teeth, described by scientists in a newly published
article in the journal Mammal Communications, confirmed it was a short-finned pilot whale
- the first found in British waters.

Rob Deaville of the Institute of Zoology in London, said: "The identification of this short-
finned pilot whale in UK waters adds to the growing evidence of a clear trend of cetacean
life being affected by climate change, part of a wider impact across our seas and oceans."



Welsh phrase of the week

“Diwrnod Santes
Dwynwen”

“Saint Dwynwen’s day”

Cofiwch:
Monday lunchtime 13.10-13.30
Clwb Cymraeg in rm 34




Pirate attack

Welsh pirate Henry Morgan lands at
the gates of Panama City.

Morgan, born in Llanrhymny, was one of the most notorious and successful pirates
in history, he terrorized Spain's Caribbean colonies in the late 1600s.

When diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of England and Spain worsened
in 1667, Morgan received a licence to attack and seize Spanish vessels.

On this day in 1671, Morgan attacked Panama City, landing on the Caribbean coast
before he attacked the city. To appease the Spanish, with whom the English had
signed a peace treaty, Morgan was arrested and summoned to London in 1672, but
was treated as a hero by the people and the leading figures of government and
royalty, including Charles Il. He was later knighted and became the governor of
Jamaica before his death in 1688 at the age of 52.






B oenmon NHS
CORONAVIRUS

STAY ALERT T0
THE SYMPTOMS

HIGH TEMPERATURE
OR NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH
OR LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL?

No one in your household should leave home
if any one person has symptoms.

Find out how to get a test, and how long to
isolate, at nhs.uk/coronavirus
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround




