
5th July
Thought of the day



Monday 5th July

Fireworks accident cancels 4th July celebrations

A fireworks display in the US state of Maryland had to be cancelled ahead of a 
Fourth of July celebration after dozens accidentally exploded.

No one was seriously hurt in the incident in 
Ocean City on Sunday, which was organised to 
celebrate Independence Day weekend.

As well as the usual fireworks displays, every 4th 
of July the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is tapped –
although not actually rung – 13 times in honour 
of the original 13 American colonies (there are 
concerns that it’s a bit delicate to be rung!).

It’s often though that the USA celebrates the 4th of July to commemorate the signing of the 
‘Declaration of Independence’ but that’s not actually true. Although the Declaration was 
adopted on July 4, 1776, it wasn’t signed by most people until a month later. 

Americans typically eat 150 million hot dogs on Independence Day, (enough to stretch from 
Burry Port to Cardiff over 250 times!) according to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council.

Actual 4th July celebrations

Watch the accidental firework display!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-57716946


Hundreds of medieval bodies excavated at Whitesands Beach

Archaeologists have preserved about 200 bodies from the site of a medieval 
trading post with Ireland.

The remains from Whitesands Beach, 
Pembrokeshire, will be stored at the 
National Museum of Wales.

The bodies, from an early Christian 
community, are well preserved because 
they have been buried in sand.

Dyfed Archaeological Trust is hoping to 
excavate as much of the chapel cemetery 
as possible due to fears coastal erosion 
could wash it away.
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Archaeologist Jenna Smith said: "We've lifted over 90 burials in the last three weeks. It's 
really important that we do so because it gives that snapshot in time which we don't 
normally get in Wales. The bone doesn't normally exist.”

Radiocarbon dating has shown the cemetery was in use from the 8th to 11th Centuries.

The remains are well preserved due to being 
buried in sand for hundreds of years



1687
Isaac Newton's great work 
‘Principia’ published by Royal 
Society in England, outlining his 
laws of motion and gravity

One of the most influential scientists of all time and a key figure 
in the scientific revolution. Newton not only proposed the law of 
gravity and the three laws of motion, but he is also credited with 
creating calculus. Newton formulated the theory of universal 
gravitation around 1665.
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